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purposes in Italy, and hand back the money to the Vatican
in lire. The Vatican then in turn uses its own channels
for providing money from Rome to go to the mission
fields of New Guinea. It is a complicated arrangement,
but is the best that can be devised at the moment.
In British islands such as Fiji and the Cook Islands, the
majority of the religious are French* Recently, there was
some difficulty over the position of the Catholic Bishop in
Fiji* The authorities would have allowed him to be ap-
pointed Bishop of Fiji* but in Rome it was felt that it is
as yet too early in the history of the Church in these
parts to appoint local bishops, and so the bishop remains
nominally bishop of a part of the Dead Sea, This is all
quite typical of the attitude still prevalent in Rome, which
h unwilling to hurry* or to make any alteration unless it
is absolutely essential.
In recent years when one nation has conquered the
colony of another nation, it has become increasingly
difficult for Rome to appoint bishops who will be approved
of both by the flock and the authorities, Rome, however*
has been unwilling to admit the authority of Protestant
foreign governments to censor Rome's appointments*
A face-saving compromise has now been reached with the
British Government, When Rome appoints a new bishop,
say to Fiji, an application will be made to the British
Legation in Rome, which will say that Monsignor So-
and-so is desirous of travelling to Fiji, and the Vatican
will request that either a passport or visa should be issued
to the Monsignor, Should by any chance the British
authorities consider this cleric unsuitable* or belonging to
an unwelcome nation, they arc perfectly at liberty to
refuse the visa and the Monsignor is not appointed Bishop